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Time to give up fascist tactics

by Eric M. Pollard

This isvcryhard!’crmcmwﬁm.ll'

forces me o squarcly confont my past
acticns and o accept responsibility for
the damage [ have had a pant in cousing.

[ sincerzly apologizs for my involve-
meat in and my founding of the AIDS ac-

tivist arganizaden ACT UP/D.C. I bave:

helped to ceatz 3 muly fascist organiza-
tion that [ now believe o be ameng the
g:ms:m:umcur&mdcmandmc
bealing of qur pecple. .

For many people, ACT UP se=ms o
be an hallucinadon of anger and powes
unieashed, the incamadon of instigadon
and radical polideal change. For'me, this
was precissly the ider The decision’ ©
ootz ACT UPMD.C. was concsived
whea [ and ancther early membes at-
saded an QUTI mlly. [ had waken
copious amounts of LSD. We wers im-
pressed with the energy, and with the
seif-righteous angez of the crowd.

We coaspired © bring inwo existencs
an acdvist group that would work ex-
clusively on AIDS issues and that would
go further and press harder for rdical
changes in AIDS gagments than any

_other exising organizaden. e nesded a-

groug thar was fearless becauss it had
ncthing to loss, that would be looscly
scuctured without hierarchical leadess,

that could effectively exploit the media

for its own exds, and that would work
covenly and break the law with impunity.

e nesded an organizadon that was
lcud and brazza, one that got listzaed (0
because pecple wem 2ciually afid of
what we might da next if we were ig-
normd. We desired an ACT UP here liks
what was happeaing in New York and
San Francisco. Under the influence of
pewertul, illicit drugs, it rally sezmed
lkzageed idex -

And it worked for awhile. About 30
pecpie respanded o an original call o
arms via an adverdsemeat placed in the
City Peper. Anather member and 1
traveled 1o New York 1o reszive tining
ard 2 thousand bucks from ACT UPAN.Y.
I cemember standing in front of about 600
pecple crammed into the basement of the
New Yorx Gay Communicy Center,
miczophane in hand, vowing that they
would not stand alone in their fight
against AIDS, that we would mily the
ooops in ur aation's capital W- suppart
this needed endeavor. The salad days of
ACT UP were an empowesiag time and
placs 0 be. We zuly had the sease that
united and visible, we could have 3 voics
in ending this epidemic. ’ .

But aur recspdon in this (own was
cald, apart Eom the few predictable, dis-

. grunded acdvist types. The average Gay

man ar woman could nct immediately re-
late to our subversive kctics, drawm lac-

gely from the valuminous Mein Komgf, .

which some of us swdicd as a working
model. As ACT UP/D.C. gr=w, we sauck
inteatly and surgicaily into whatever in-
stitudan we believed ta stand in our way,
including this newspaper foc what we felt
was inadequate coverage. And we jus-
tified our metheds with the consalation
that they were unfornunately necessacy in
arder 10 peesipitate a highes good (or our
peaple: “Let us do evil that good may
come.” .

But now, ncarly two years later, |
recagnize the eror in this line of think-

ing. I lock at our community and sez it
split into warring facdons that are grow=
ing increasingly possessive of their cles-

- gy and violent in their aggression. [ ses
- more and more extremely loxic chemi-

eals, legal and illegal, being ingested by
our pecple withaut sufficient esdng —in
order o safsfy the demands of ACT UP.

[ ses the activist groups’ refusal 0 allow .
a forum of fr== thought and disseat, and,

individuals such as New Republic edior
Andrew  Sullivan, ~Whitman-Walker
Clinic Administator Jim Grzham, and
gthers attacksd and assassinated in pes-
sen and in print simply because they
acted as autoncmous thinksrs and have
auempted; correcdy er ctherwise, o help

and lezd our peaple. [ am wimessing the .

bodies of my frieads grow’ sicksr and
sicker, and their despesaden grow. And
that desperaden has brought. with it 2
most sevese fascism. ' ’

['ve learned that the means to this ead
are every bit as sacred and important as
the end iself, that the means by which
we come togethes (o heal ourselves are as
vital to our healing as our envisioned end

result. T have left ACT UP, mere comect-

ly, they have thrown me out for insistng
on the viability of individual disseat £
we canact agres (o disagres, thers is ouly
no elective communicy o speak of.

I reitecate my agology o al of you
who rtead this. My inweations wess

glodous and well magz. Neither mysslf ..

nar anyane elss in ACT UP ever meant o
hurt ur peapie’s very procass of self-dis-
covery and communicaton, though I
think this is the lamentable status quo.

* ACT UP has achieved some great things,

trzed zome’ consderzhle changes both
politically and in the way we 2czomplish
our medical research, and [ believe we
can achieve more. Bue [ implore the

- remaining membess of ACT UPD.C.

desist in the sxecuden of this enforczatle
fascism you so heardly believe 10 be in
our best interests. T am 23 guilty as you,
more 50, but now [ realizs that unless we
can be at least civilized beasts, thers is no
hope in seciking our healing.

A friend of mine ancs asksd me what
[ and ACT UP would do when the AIDS
crisis was over. [ told him that cur strug-
gle was specific and angible, and that we
didn’t seek the reigns of power for anyti-
ing other’ than self-presecvadon, "You
know, Erc,” he said, “ther's nothing
more cogssrvalive, han 1 radical group
come (o pawer.” .

It's ime for us o come down fTom
this hazy-minded “Lad wip” and preserve
qur community by respecting ouc dives-
sity of individual pecspectives. :

Despite our many mistakes, ACT UP
was not founded to be an agency foc the
enfarcement of palideally camect thought
and behavior, but to start 2nd precipitae
the discussion, o challeage insights, and
1o tansmit e message crisis. [f we
allow our organizadons o ake on this
absalutist beat, if we contaue (o auack
exch other with vizial insizad of reasen,
then we will' truly be acdng up in a

- “Quesr Nation™ nat worth living in. O,

perhaps mars tragic, not worth fighdng
for.

The author, a former member of ACT
UP!D.C.. resides in Adelphi, Md., end is
an herbulist working 25 @ marc3er ol a
retail herd store in Coliege Park, Md.
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